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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP ARKANSAS,
Little Rock-, May 29, 1864. Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississii^n : GENERAL : The force under General West sent in pursuit < Shelby could not overtake him. He crossed Little Red and went i the direction of Batesville. I have withdrawn the troops froi Batesville and Jacksonport to DevalFs Bluff. If the line of tl Arkansas is to be held, and I am confident that it can be, it is vei essential that Pine Bluff should not be abandoned. I have just r< turned from there. It is a strong position, well intrenched, an covers a rich country. If the troops should be withdrawn, navig* tion on the Arkansas would be impossible, and extremely hazardoi on White River. Marmaduke is still southeast of Monticello. '. is reported that Fagan has joined him. From escaped prisoners an other sources I learn that Kirby Smith is now moving his fore* from Red River in the direction of the Arkansas. The rebels boa: that they will soon have White River. They are well ruountec They are sending me dismounted cavalry and keeping my veteran who are well mounted, at Memphis, where they have no use for then In order to catch Shelby, Marmaduke & Co., I must have cavali well mounted.
Very respectfully,
F. STEELE, Major-General.
Send to the care of the fleet commander, mouth of White River
F. STEELE.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OP LITTLE ROCK,
Little Rock, Ark., May 29, 1864. Colonel TRUMBULL,
Commanding, DevalVs Bluff;
The Ninth Iowa Cavalry must continue to do scouting as far as is able.   There are no horses for the Third Michigan. Cavalry. Yoi quartermaster must make arrangements for shoeing. By order of Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr:
C. H. DYER, Assistant Adjutant-General.
HEADQUARTERS,    *
;                                                                      Springfield, May 29, 1864—2.30 p. m.
I                           General J. R. WEST :
I have just received information from Mr.  Williams, a son < :                           Capt. Jesse Williams, who was taken prisoner and released on tl
east side of White River, that Shelby would cross White River : I                           miles above Batesville, and intended joining McRae and operatic
j                           with him when a good opportunity offered, when he intended brin^
J                           ing McRae with fiini and rejoin Price.     Rations, horseshoes, &c
',                           arrived at 10 o'clock this a. m.    All niy horses will be shod and 1
i                           on the march at 7 o'clock to-morrow morning.
!                                    Respectfully,
W. F. GEIGER, Colonel, Commanding.allowed to appi
